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The Conference on the Future of American Folkloristics (FOAF) — planned by a group of 
graduate students and recent graduates of the Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology at 
Indiana University — takes place May 18–20, 2017, in Woodburn Hall on the campus of Indiana 
University in Bloomington, Indiana. This conference seeks to create a conversation about the field 
of folklore and what we as folklorists can do to maintain the discipline both inside and outside 
of the academy. The field of folklore studies in North America comprises a small, but dedicated 
group of scholars who see a viable future for the academic study of folklore as well as applied and 
public engagement of that scholarship. In the early days of the field, the subject matter of folklore 
studies was thought to be disappearing. Today, scholars from both within and outside of the field 
have stated the discipline itself is in danger of disappearing from the contemporary academic 
landscape. This conference is predicated on the notion that there is a future for folklore studies in 
North America. To be sure this future may not always be clear, but folklorists today continue to do 
great work. By assembling scholars from various places, across all career stages, and both inside 
and outside of the academy, we hope to create real-world solutions for the difficulties facing our 
field as well as theoretical advances that will help it to continue to grow.

Planning Committee:
Jesse A. Fivecoate, Conference Chair
Ph.D. Candidate in Folklore, Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University

Kristina Downs, Conference Vice-Chair
Ph.D., Folklore, Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University

Meredith McGriff, Exhibits Chair and AFS Liason
Ph.D., Folklore, Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University

Eleanor Hasken, Finance Coordinator 
Ph.D. Student, Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University 

Sponsored by:
Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University 

American Folklore Society

Western States Folklore Society

Special thanks to those who provided support for the conference:
John McDowell, Chris Roush, and Michelle Melhouse
Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University

Nancy Gambrell, Assistant Registrar and Manager of Academic Scheduling
Office of the Registrar, Indiana University
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The following exhibits will be available around Woodburn Hall for the duration of the Conference 
on the Future of American Folkloristics. Please direct any exhibit questions to Meredith McGriff.

In Folkloristics...
This exhibit prototyping exercise invites conference attendees to reflect on their experiences and perceptions of our 
discipline. Three questions are posed: 

• What are the key questions being asked by our field right now?

• How can we best explain our field to those outside it (both academic and otherwise)?

• What are the primary concepts that enable us to communicate with each other, as folklorists?

Attendees are invited to write short, 1-2 sentence responses to these questions on notecards and to add those 
notecards to the display. Rearrange, draw connections, and add responses as you see fit, but please do not remove 
any responses from the display. We will photograph the exhibit periodically throughout the conference and make 
the images and texts of responses available online after the conference. 

Furthermore, the organizers are currently seeking partners to help develop this prototype into a travelling exhibit. 
We plan to seek grant funding to create an exhibit that can be displayed in public spaces at institutions where 
folkloristics is currently taught, in order to enhance the visiblity of our discipline. If you are interested in joining 
this project, please contact curator Meredith McGriff at mcgriffm@iu.edu.

Posters: The Histories (and Futures) of Folklore Programs
The future of American folkloristics will be shaped by folklorists from across the continent, and those folklorists 
will inevitably be influenced by the folklore programs where they study and earn their degrees. In order to facilitate 
conversations between such institutions, we have developed a poster session on the histories and futures of folklore 
programs in higher education. In addition to historical information, posters may also include challenges these 
programs have faced, each department’s distinct contributions to the field, and how they each envision the future 
teaching of folklore at their institution. Further details about the session are available on p. 23.

In addition to the session itself, all of the posters will be publicly displayed for the duration of the conference in 
room 120 of Woodburn Hall. In order to facilitate a more in-depth conversation during the session, we encourage 
everyone to visit the display during registration and lunch breaks and become familiar with the content of the 
posters prior to attending the Saturday afternoon poster session.

Traditional Arts Indiana—Rotating Exhibit Network
Traditional Arts Indiana (TAI), part of the Mathers Museum of World Cultures on the campus of Indiana 
University, is committed to nurturing and promoting Indiana’s traditional artists and practices. TAI works to 
integrate and connect cultural heritage to educational activities, cultural conservation, arts, and community 
development at the local, state, and national level. It actively documents Indiana’s traditional arts and artists 
through interviewing, recording, and photographing individuals and groups throughout the state regarding their 
crafts and traditions. TAI also archives materials for public use in the Indiana Historical Society Library and 
Archive, and produces public programming to present its ethnographic research to communities. 

The Rotating Exhibit Network (REN) is a TAI program that provides free exhibit resources for libraries, historical 
societies, museums, galleries, CVBs, and other public venues throughout Indiana. Each exhibit, a free-standing 
panel, features engaging photographs and bold texts describing traditional arts and artists from around the state. 
All of these exhibits are free and open to the public. Throughout the conference, a variety of panels from Traditional 
Arts Indiana’s Rotating Exhibit Network will be on display around the first floor of Woodburn Hall. 

Exhibits
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Our Past—Lessons from Applied Folklore

Diane Goldstein (Professor, Indiana University)

5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 18th, 2017

Woodburn Hall 100

Despite changes in context, theory, method, paradigm, and participants, our disciplinary historical trajectories, 
both realized and unrealized, can sometimes suggest the arch of a path forward.  While tracing successful and failed 
folkloristic efforts in applied and public folklore during the mid-twentieth-century, I will ask the audience to help me 
imagine what happened and what might have happened had things gone differently.  Explore with me the ghost of 
efforts past and the spirit of folklore yet to come.  As Ebenezer Scrooge eventually resolved, “I will live in the Past, the 
Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons that they teach.”

Leading Folklore for the 21st Century

Debra Lattanzi Shutika (Associate Professor, George Mason University)

5:30 p.m., Friday, May 19th, 2017

Woodburn Hall 100

The future of folklore studies will largely be determined by our ability to shape the institutions where we work. 
The innovations/ disruptions in higher education and public agencies will prove distinct challenges for folklore. 
But disruptions also provide new opportunities. How can folklorists best leverage their position to be ready for 
the future? In an era where there is no consensus of support for arts and humanities funding, it’s essential that all 
folklorist are trained not only to be competent scholars and researchers but are ready to be advocates and leaders in 
their institutions and society at large. 

Deep Folklore

Kay Turner (President, American Folklore Society; Adjunct Assistant Professor, New York University)

5:30 p.m., Saturday, May 20th, 2017

Woodburn Hall 101
In a world enamored with surfaces, platforms, spreads, and stretches, the idea of “deep folklore” is used to explore 
ways that, despite the encroaching “deep state,” vernacular creative agency retains enormous social and aesthetic 
power. This power registers in deep-rooted cultural practices familiar to, and adroitly documented and theorized 
by folklorists. But it can also be felt at a different depth in works by a growing number of contemporary artists 
living across the globe. Examples of this trend are provided by way of demonstrating that future folkloristics should 
enliven our ability to theorize the  absorption of folklore genres, practices and relational ontologies into diverse 
twenty-first-century expressions and meanings, alliances and antagonisms. Hint: Queer theory will help. The 
presentation ends with a performance by “Kay and the Cruising Utopia Choristers.” 

Plenary Addresses
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All events will be held on the first floor of Woodburn Hall (WH), located at 1100 East 7th Street. 

Thursday, May 18th, 2017

8:00–9:00 a.m. – registration (WH 104)

9:00–10:30 a.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

Break for lunch (registration open 12:20–1:20 p.m. in WH 104)

1:30–3:30 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

3:45–5:15 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

5:30 p.m. – plenary address, Diane Goldstein (WH 100)

Friday, May 19th, 2017

8:00–9:00 a.m. – registration (WH 104)

9:00–10:30 a.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

Break for lunch (registration open 12:20–1:20 p.m. in WH 104)

1:30–3:30 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

3:45–5:15 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

5:30 p.m. – plenary address, Debra Lattanzi Shutika (WH 100)

Saturday, May 20th, 2017

8:00–9:00 a.m. – registration (WH 104)

9:00–10:30 a.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

Break for lunch (registration open 12:20–1:20 p.m. in WH 104)

1:30–3:30 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

3:45–5:15 p.m. – 2 concurrent sessions (WH 120 and 121)

5:30 p.m. – plenary address, Kay Turner (WH 101)

Information about evening receptions will be provided at the registration desk.

Schedule Summary
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8:00–9:00 a.m. Registration (WH 104)

9:00–10:30 a.m.
Session A-1 Applying Folkloristic Understandings of Food to Current Social Issues: Sustainability, 

Social Equity, and Diversity 
Lucy Long, Leslie Soble

Session A-2 9/11 and Holy Smoke Revisited: the Role of Undergraduate Research in Creating a 9/11 
Oral History Website and a Case Study Viewed Fifteen Years Later 
Maria Iacullo-Bird, Donald Allport Bird 

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Session B-1 Expanding the Territory 

Jeanmarie Rouhier-Willoughby, Ethan Sharp, Charles LaShure 

Session B-2 Play in the Twenty-First Century 
Brandon Barker, Eleanor Hasken, Dominick Tartaglia

Break for lunch (registration open 12:20–1:20 p.m. in WH 104)

1:30–3:30 p.m.
Session C-1 Discussing Latina/o Impacts and Contributions to American Folklore Futures 

Solimar Otero, Mintzi Martínez Rivera, Rachel González-Martín, Guillermo De Los Reyes 

Session C-2 Potential Expansions, New Horizons: Folklore and American Identity 
Kaitlyn Kinney, Kimberly Stryker, Annie Hallman, Kenneth Vanwey, Elizabeth Coberly, Kerry Kaleba

3:45–5:15 p.m.
Session D-1 Folklore Cheerleaders and Academic A$$holes: Getting Others to Take Folklore 

Seriously while Remaining a Serious Folklorist 
Andrea Kitta, Lynne S. McNeill, Trevor J. Blank 

Session D-2 Folklorists as Curators 
Betty J. Belanus, Jon Kay, Jason B. Jackson

5:30 p.m. Plenary Address (WH 100)
The	Day	Byrd	Granger	Fell	Off	the	Stage:	Understanding	Our	Disciplinary	Future	
through Our Past—Lessons from Applied Folklore 
Diane Goldstein

Schedule - Thursday, May 18, 2017

WH 120

WH 121

WH 121

WH 120

WH 121

WH 120

WH 121

WH 120
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Schedule - Friday, May 19, 2017

8:00–9:00 a.m. Registration (WH 104)

9:00–10:30 a.m.
Session E-1  Folklore and Popular Culture: The View from Bowling Green 

Esther Clinton, Jeremy Wallach

Session E-2 Relevance and Resilience in Folklore in Education 
Lisa Rathje 

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Session F-1 Theories and Topics to Consider

 Katherine Borland, “But is she a Folklorist?: Scholars Worth Reading at the Edges of the Folklore Canon”

Gregory Hansen, “Connecting Folklorists with Heritage Studies”

Barbara Hillers, “Digital Archives, Internationalism, and the Future of American Folkloristics”

Session F-2 Putting Folkloristics to Work

 Anthony Guest-Scott, “How a Ph.D. in Folklore Helps Us Do Our Jobs: Reflections on 
Administration and Teaching”

Abigail Nover, “Folklore-Informed Social Justice: Reconsidering the Responsibilities of the Field”

Marquesa Macadar, “Folklore Studies Contributions: Seeing and Sewing the Individual and the Collective”

Ayako Yoshimura, “Putting Folklore to Use: A Librarian’s Experience”

Break for lunch (registration open 12:20–1:20 p.m. in WH 104)

1:30–3:30 p.m.
Session G-1 Future Folklore Curriculum Workshop 

Katherine Borland, Ann Ferrell, Elaine Lawless, Margaret Mills, Dorothy Noyes, Solimar Otero, 
Guillermo de los Reyes, Patricia Sawin, Deb Shutika, Cory Thorne, and Kay Turner

Session G-2 Putting Folklore Studies to Work in the Public Sector 
Chad Edward Buterbaugh, Ashley Minner, Laila Rajani, Cristina Benedetti, Sally Van de Water, 
Lisa Higgins 

3:45–5:15 p.m.
Session H-1 This Job Calls for a Folklorist!: Post-Election Realities and the Responsibilities of 

Our Discipline 
Amy E. Skillman, Jennifer Eastman Attebery 

Session H-2 Folklore and Science Roundtable 
Tim Frandy, Andrea Kitta, John Laudun, Greg Schrempp, Sandra Atwood

5:30 p.m. Plenary Address (WH 100)
Leading Folklore for the 21st Century 
Debra Lattanzi Shutika

WH 121

WH 120

WH 121

WH 120

WH 121

WH 120

WH 121

WH 120
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8:00–9:00 a.m. Registration (WH 104) 

9:00–10:30 a.m.
Session I-1 Social	Justice	in	the	Folklore	Classroom:	Strategies	for	Facilitating	Effective	Student	

Discussions 
Jared Schmidt, Caroline Miller, Jessie Riddle, Christine J. Widmayer

Session I-2 Constructing Place-Based Identity: The Role of Folklorists in Urban Historic 
Preservation and Vanishing Landscapes 
Jeanne Harrah-Johnson, Andrea Glass, Virginia Siegel

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Session J-1 Sustaining Cultural Traditions in the Twenty-First Century: Policy and Practice 

Jim Deutsch, Daniel Franklin Ward, Naomi Sturm 

Session J-2 Folkloristic Imagery

Jill Terry Rudy, “Fairy Tales on Television, Digital Humanities, and English +: A Pedagogical Experiment”

Andy Kolovos, “Ethnographic Cartooning as an Emerging Approach to Cultural Representation”

Eleanor Hasken, “Making Images: Utilization of Photography in the Field”

Break for lunch (registration open 12:20–1:20 p.m. in WH 104) 

1:30–3:30 p.m.
Session K-1 Encountering Environmental Folklife: Trans-Methods & Forms for the Intersectional 

Anthropocene 
Jess Lamar Reece Holler, Jordan Lovejoy, Danielle Rogner 

Session K-2 Poster Session on the History of Folklore Programs 
Elaine Lawless (University of Missouri), discussant 
Patricia Sawin (University of North Carolina), Cory Thorne (Memorial University of Newfoundland), 
Ann K. Ferrell (Western Kentucky University), Christine J. Widmayer (University of Wisconsin, 
Madison), Lydia Campbell-Maher (Indiana University), UC Berkeley (presenter TBD)

3:45–5:15 p.m.
Session L-1 Reconsidering Relationships in Fieldwork 

Caitlin Rimmer, Abigail Nover, Zoe van Buren, Anna Keneda

Session L-2 Keeping Folklore Relevant: A Dialogue on Cultural Sustainability and the Future of 
Public Practice 
Leslie Soble, Sue Eleuterio, Heather Gerhart

5:30 p.m. Plenary Address (WH 101)
Deep Folklore 
Kay Turner

Schedule - Saturday, May 20, 2017
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Abstracts
Session and paper abstracts, listed in order of presentation.

Thursday, 9:00–10:30 a.m.
Session A-1 9/11 and Holy Smoke Revisited: the Role of Undergraduate Research in creating a 9/11 

Oral History Website and a Case Study Viewed Fifteen Years Later 
Maria Iacullo-Bird, Donald Allport Bird 

The tumultuous tragedy of 9/11 strongly affected Pace University and its students in Lower Manhattan who were 
close to what often is called “Ground Zero.” The Pace University 9/11 Oral History Project digitally accessible 
at  http://webpage.pace.edu/911oralhistoryproject conducted in two stages, enabled students 1) in a series of 
public history courses to document the experiences of witnesses to catastrophe and generate original knowledge 
about a watershed historical event; in the next phase 2) computer science students  in a community service course 
designed the  Pace 9/11 website and a Thinkfinity grant funded students to engineer and launch the website to 
make accessible this digital repository of 9/11 oral history interviews. The second presenter led personal narrative 
sessions about 9/11 in his NYC undergraduate Oral Communication classes. Building upon this student-generated 
testimony, he analyzed a plethora of rumors and narratives he found on various websites and in the news. Indeed, 
numerous alternative explanations still are spawned and supported with immense commentary on YouTube, as also 
are alternative JFK assassination theories.  

Session A-2 Applying Folkloristic Understandings of Food to Current Social Issues: Sustainability, 
Social Equity, and Diversity 
Lucy Long, Leslie Soble

The workshop will explore this topic by offering an introduction to folkloristic understandings of food followed 
by presentations on two case studies addressing specific social issues. While the workshop will be interactive 
throughout, time at the end will encourage discussion of further applications and future directions. 

1. Introduction (Lucy Long) Food from a folkloristic perspective is a universal biological, socio-cultural, political,
and aesthetic domain of life. As such, is is intertwined with all aspects of human survival and provides a common
ground for communicating across divides to explore strategies for creating a more just and sustainable world.

2. Case study 1: StorySoup: Creating Contexts for Dialogue Across Borders (Leslie Soble) Soble’s research explores
the intersection of foodways and storytelling as a site for dialogue across cultural and intergenerational borders.
She will discuss here the process of designing and implementing foodways-focused storytelling workshops and
multi-sensory “performative meals” and how these contexts nourish empathy and intercultural understanding.

3. Case study 2: Contemporary Industrial Food System: Distance, Re-Connection, and Sustainability (Lucy Long)
The western food system wreaks havoc on our environment, economy, society, and culture yet also offers some
benefits. Long discusses how folkloristic concepts of food can be used to better understand the issues, how they
arose, and how we can implement change.

4. Discussion

Key words: Foodways; Verbal Arts; Education

Thursday, 10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Session B-1 Expanding the Territory 

Jeanmarie Rouhier-Willoughby, Ethan Sharp, Charles LaShure 

This roundtable responds to the recent push for ethnic and theoretical diversity in the field, a centerpiece of both 
the 2016 American Folklore Society Conference and of a recent issue of Journal of American Folklore dedicated to 
Asian American folklore. The presenters will discuss scholarship from and related to three regions that are typically 
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underrepresented in the field: Eastern Europe, Latin America, and East Asia. They will consider how this situation 
has affected the study of folklore in North America as well as in these contexts. The goal is to foster discussion about 
possible means to expand the territory, geographically or theoretically, in American folkloristics.

Session B-2 Play in the Twenty-First Century 
Brandon Barker, Eleanor Hasken, Dominick Tartaglia

Since Newell’s Games and Songs of American Children (1883), American folklorists have concerned ourselves 
with the human proclivity for play. Borrowing heavily from anthropologists and literary critics like Victor Turner, 
Clifford Geertz, and Mikhail Bakhtin, we made important strides in the twentieth century while reconciling folkloric 
forms of play with theories of phenomenology, social semantics, and cultural symbolism. In doing so, we pinpointed 
play as a locus of action and meaning for children and adults alike. But much work lies out in front of us. As 
folklore’s greatest play scholar Brian Sutton-Smith recognized at the end of his illustrious career, play’s essence is to 
recreate itself anew. At the end of his career, he wrote that “play begins as a mutation of real conflicts and functions 
thusly forever afterwards” (2008). 

In this roundtable, we want to discuss the significant strides made by preceding play theorists while we question 
our collective preparedness and willingness to address future forms of play. Especially, we desire to foreground 
questions surrounding play in (1) contemporary social climates of technologically mediated playful interactions and 
(2) enacted gender roles as well as (3) play’s future in academic climates that privilege so-called STEM subjects and
disciplines.

Our panel will consist of folklorists, (1) Dominick Tartaglia who has focused on play in video-game cultures as 
an avenue for volitional expression within the boundaries of normative technology. (2) Eleanor Hasken, whose 
previous work has focused on the ways in which bowlers enact gender on lanes. And, (3) Brandon Barker who has 
examined the overlaps and disconnects between psychologists and cognitive scientists’ experimental analyses of 
human perception and children’s play with illusory perceptions. 

We add that each of us, in some way, desires to re-conceptualize how play will function in the folklore of the future 
and how folklorists of the future can be more pragmatically playful. We hope and expect that our discussion will 
prompt lively—even fun—comments and contributions.

Thursday, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Session C-1 Discussing Latina/o Impacts and Contributions to American Folklore Futures 

Solimar Otero, Mintzi Martínez Rivera, Rachel González-Martín, Guillermo De Los Reyes 

This roundtable discusses the impact and contribution Latina/o folklorists and folklore make on developing 
pedagogy, theory, and practice in the field. Some of the issues we raise include the intersectionality of Latina/o 
perspectives on the study of folklore in regards to gender, sexuality, race, class, language, and culture. Thinking 
with an approach sensitive to embodied knowledge, participants in this roundtable will also address their own 
experiences and concerns with marginality, canonization, and neo-liberal practices in higher education and folklore 
scholarship. Topics we address include: the challenges of teaching Latina/o folkloristics to non-Latina/os; LGBTQ 
Studies and Folklore Studies cross-fertilization; Latina/o folklore leadership in diversifying theory and approaches 
in the field; and how Latina/o folkloristics makes the field of folklore conversant with other approaches to studying 
culture in the humanities, fine arts, and social sciences.

Individual comments will draw upon each presenter’s area of study. Mintzi Martínez-Rivera will speak about how 
Latino Studies and Folklore Studies can aid in the teaching of both cultural and intellectual diversity, and creates 
opportunities for alternative pedagogies. Rachel González-Martín will discuss how folklore scholars of color 
provide critical, interdisciplinary, and intersectional work that pushes the boundaries of “traditional‚” folkloristics 

Abstracts
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and cultural theory in productive ways that re-envision folklore futures. Guillermo De Los Reyes addresses the 
intersections between Latinx folkloristics and LGBTQ issues, especially as these remark upon gender and sexuality. 
Finally, Solimar Otero will consider how Latina/o folkloristics provides an exceptional template for discussing 
productive theoretical tensions and constructive differences in practice between folklore and other fields of study. 

Key words: Critical Theory, Pedagogy, Latina/o Folklore, LGBTQ Studies, Interdisciplinary Studies

Session C-2 Potential Expansions, New Horizons: Folklore and American Identity 
Kaitlyn Kinney, Kimberly Stryker, Annie Hallman, Kenneth Vanwey, Elizabeth Coberly, Kerry Kaleba

American identity is transforming rapidly in response to various internal and external pressures. Communities 
in flux find new ways to construct and perform their transformed identities, and as folklorists we are uniquely 
equipped to document the stories, objects, and other cultural forms of expression that constitute the shared social 
lives of these communities. With change, there is the potential for expanding folkloristics as a discipline dedicated 
to investigating various shifts occurring in the performance of American identity. Through the juxtaposition of 
emerging folklore and a changing American identity, there will be great opportunities for the discovery of potential 
new horizons for American folkloristics. 

This roundtable discussion consisting of graduate students and alumni from George Mason University, seeks to 
create a conversation on the maintaining and furthering of our discipline through the application of folklore theory 
to the contemporary world and illustrate what we as folklorists can bring to the world. Richard Dorson observed 
that in our democratic society, folklore has a special value. Folklore could build bridges from academic scholarship 
to the lived experiences of the folk we work with and provide ways to reframe our notions of everyday life. It is 
our duty, as we pursue the future of our discipline, to build bridges towards new understandings not only within 
our own social and political worlds, but within others as well, to keep our communities connected through our 
American values and to dispel the ignorance of our own cultural traditions.

Key words: Identity, Performance, folklore and folklife

Thursday, 3:45–5:15 p.m.
Session D-1 Folklore Cheerleaders and Academic A$$holes: Getting Others to Take Folklore 

Seriously while Remaining a Serious Folklorist 
Andrea Kitta, Lynne S. McNeill, Trevor J. Blank 

As stewards of the discipline of Folkloristics, we strive to succeed in our field while also successfully collaborating 
with other fields and educating the general public. Unfortunately, these efforts can often seem contradictory. We 
need to communicate in different styles to different audiences, working with non-folklorists’ partial understandings 
of our field while avoiding oversimplifying or undervaluing the academic rigor of our work in the eyes of other 
scholars. Folklore is always a popular subject in the media, and unless trained folklorists can speak accessibly 
and engagingly about their work (and about the field in a broad sense, beyond their own areas of emphasis), 
journalists and other content producers will continue to turn to non-folklorists for interviews and consultations. 
On the academic front, interdisciplinary work is hampered by other scholars’ unfamiliarity with what our 
discipline encompasses. This roundtable will discuss some of the difficulties of trying to convince both academic 
and non-academic outsiders that our work is valuable, and will seek possible solutions. Surely there are ways to 
communicate with non-experts without alienating our own colleagues nor diminishing our field. This panel will 
seek solutions to break the cycle of under- and over-explaining that often leaves folklorists feeling as though we 
must choose between being respected as serious folklorist or helping others to take folklore seriously. 

Key words: Outreach; Theory; Methodology

Abstracts
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Session D-2 Folklorists as Curators 
Betty J. Belanus, Jon Kay, Jason B. Jackson

This roundtable will center around what it means to be a folklorist/curator. Many folklorists have claimed, or 
have been assigned, curatorial duties for exhibitions, festivals, and other “curated spaces‚” over the years of the 
discipline, often without formal curatorial training. Is there such a thing as a “folklorist/curator”? i.e., how do the 
ways folklorists approach curation different from the ways museum curators approach their work? How can the 
work of folklorist/curators inform, and be informed by, museum curators? What does “curation” even mean in the 
twenty-first century as we move to more virtual collections/exhibitions and to the notion that everyone/anyone can 
“curate‚” their own collections/exhibitions/lives through social media and other means, where is this all heading in 
the future, and how do folklorists fit into this future? 

The forum would be informed by the recent publication, Curatorial Conversations http://www.upress.state.ms.us/
books/1919. Some of the authors of the book will join the discussion, and we are also hoping to include curators 
from the Mathers Museum and other folklorists who have served in curatorial capacities. 

Key words: curation, museums, folklorist-curator

Friday, 9:00–10:30 p.m.
Session E-1  Folklore and Popular Culture: The View from Bowling Green 

Esther Clinton, Jeremy Wallach

In 1973 IU-trained folklorist Ray Browne started BGSU’s Department of Popular Culture.  Because of our historical 
connection to folklore, with its emphases on ethnography, creativity, everyday life and identity, BGSU focuses less 
on the business of media (central to how popular culture is studied elsewhere) and more on audience reception, 
fan interpretation and use of popular texts, and fan-creation of new texts (such as fan fiction).  In our respective 
13 and 10 years at BGSU we have seen greater interest in popular culture from folklore and ethnomusicology 
colleagues, including Foster and Tolbert’s 2015 edited volume The Folkloresque and a recurring graduate student 
conference organized by BGSU, IU, and OSU students. This roundtable addresses similarities and tensions between 
folkloristics and the study of popular culture (including folkloristic skepticism, sometimes justified, of popular 
culture studies), focusing on our belief that popular culture studies has much to offer folkloristics and vice versa.  
We hope the audience will join us in discussing the two fields’ theories and methodologies, including approaches 
to aesthetics, different meanings of “popular”, the influence of marketing and mediation, approaches to tradition, 
differences between how ethnomusicology and folklore have embraced popular culture, international students’ 
and scholars’ greater appreciation of a strong connection between folklore and popular culture, and emphases on 
class, race, gender, sexuality, dis/ability, etc.  Folklore and popular culture have much to teach each another and 
both of their futures would be strengthened by embracing their connection.  In fact, it would be folly to reject this 
connection.

Key words: folkloristics, popular culture, interdisciplinary, ethnomusicology

Session E-2 Relevance and Resilience in Folklore in Education 
Lisa Rathje 

Local Learning began as an education initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in 1993. The goal 
of Folk Arts in Education (FAIE) initiatives from the beginning included the desire to equip teachers with tools, 
strategies, experiences, and resources so they may help their students connect to local knowledge and culture. Since 
1993, Local Learning has grown from an NEA task force to serving the field as a National Arts Service Organization. 
As we approach our twenty-fifth anniversary, this conference presents an important opportunity to consider 
the relevance and resilience of folklore and education in the current climate of education reform and political 
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uncertainty. It is of vital importance for folklorists and educators of all types to come together in this political 
and social environment to discuss one of the cornerstones of civil society—education. The goals of this facilitated, 
highly participatory workshop will be twofold: 1) Provide a forum for participants to share insights, challenges, 
and observations from the field of education—be it K–12, university, museum, library, or other community-based 
education site; and 2) Begin to craft an action plan for greater visibility of folklore within education and to identify 
important and strategic ways that we can use the vehicle of FAIE for larger goals of justice and inter-cultural 
understanding. 

Key words: Education, Social Justice, Educational Materials, Public Folklore

Friday, 10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Session F-1 Theories and Topics to Consider

But is she a Folklorist?: Scholars Worth Reading at the Edges of the Folklore Canon 
Katherine Borland

As an interdiscipline, Folklore produces many exceptional scholars who go on to make their mark 
outside the field itself. Yet, as a consequence we often ignore their contributions or potential 
contributions to Folklore theory and history. In this presentation I will review the work of Susan 
Stewart as it relates to our understanding of performance and authenticity, two key terms in our 
understanding of contemporary folklore scholarship. A Macarthur Fellow (1997), poet and cultural 
critic, Stewart’s work spans many fields but is rooted in folklore. It deserves a central place in our 
revised canon. 

Stewart challenged the notion of discreet performer/audience or teller/listener roles in the early 
formulations of the performance approach to verbal art. She understood storytelling as a polyphonic 
and dialogic interaction rather than as the sending and receiving of messages between two discreet 
agents (Georges 1969) or the subjection of a performer’s intensity to an audience’s evaluation (Bauman 
1975). Her text Nonsense: Aspects of Intertextuality in Folklore and Literature (1978), posits that 
order, reality and common sense are all ongoing social accomplishments that do not exist prior to the 
disordering fictions we construct to examine their limits. Moreover, in Crimes of Writing: Problems 
in the Containment of Representation she demonstrates the centrality of the counterfeit at the 
foundational moment of the scientific study of folklore in eighteenth-century Europe (1991). These and 
other contributions were made well in advance of work that has become more canonical in our field.

Connecting Folklorists with Heritage Studies 
Gregory Hansen

Heritage Studies is a new academic movement that interprets the social, cultural, and historical 
implications of constructing historical and cultural resources as heritage. In this respect, researchers 
examine public representations of heritage as well as the practice of curating heritage resources. 
Consequently, their scholarship is drawn from the work of historic preservationists, museum 
professionals, folklorists, anthropologists, and others who engage with the study and presentation 
of expressive culture. Although Heritage Studies as a transdisciplinary academic pursuit is more 
established in international institutions of higher education, new graduate programs that incorporate 
Heritage Studies have emerged in the United States. To introduce folklorists to Heritage Studies, this 
presentation opens with an overview of a doctoral program in Heritage Studies in the United States. 
The presenter will focus is on the merging of public presentations of heritage with the academic inquiry 
into the broader heritage movement by demonstrating how these two elements of Heritage Studies are 
vital to the university’s doctoral program.

The presenter will then emphasize how academic and public folklorists can expand on their 
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contributions to the wider heritage movement. Specific attention will be provided to ways that not only 
the theories, but also the practices of folklorists are essential to the broader heritage movement. Using 
examples from academic research and public programing in folklore and in heritage industries, the 
folklorist will illustrate salient ways to continue to connect folklorists to other heritage professionals—
both within the academy and in the public and private sectors.

Key words: Public Folklore, Heritage Studies, Intellectual History

Digital Archives, Internationalism, and the Future of American Folkloristics 
Barbara Hillers

My contribution offers a European perspective to this important discussion, and a plea for folklorists to 
remain engaged with the internationalist underpinnings of the discipline.

The beginnings of American folkloristics were rooted in European folklore studies, with a strong 
international, comparative emphasis. In the latter half of the twentieth century American folkloristics 
turned towards an exploration of the context and function of folklore, its performance and performers. 
From that vantage point we can today re-engage with the oral text, and with the tradition archives 
which are the mainstay of European folkloristics. These archives of authentic oral-traditional material 
are on the verge of becoming globally accessible as they are being digitized. Ireland’s National Folklore 
Collection is one of the largest oral archives in the world, and over 450,000 pages of oral texts are now 
available online for research and analysis. It is my hope that the tradition archives of Ireland, Finland, 
Estonia, Japan will remain within the purview of American folkloristics. 

A measure of America’s early involvement in the internationalism of the discipline, the Aarne-
Thompson international folktale index became the standard folkloristic tool in Stith Thompson’s 
enlarged English edition. Today Uther’s edition demonstrates the globalisation of a methodology 
once firmly Eurocentric; yet even as ATU has expanded, American folklorists tend to abandon the 
discipline’s internationalism. Thus discusions of the folk narrative known in this country as The Bosom 
Serpent, after Hawthorne’s literary adaptation appear unaware of the story’s place in the Aarne-
Thompson index (ATU 285B*) or its lengthy history in many parts of Europe, such as Ireland, where 
the story goes back to the early Middle Ages and where eighty-nine oral versions have been recorded in 
the twentieth century. 

Key words: digital tradition archive; internationalism & the comparative method folk narrative

Session F-2 Putting Folkloristics to Work

How	a	Ph.D.	in	Folklore	Helps	Us	Do	Our	Jobs:	Reflections	on	Administration	and	
Teaching 
Anthony Guest-Scott

This conversation will focus on what a graduate education in Folklore offers for the kinds of jobs 
some of us do now that fall nominally outside of the field: in my case, academic administration and 
teaching undergraduates how to be more successful students. I envision this conversation as wide-
ranging, as there are many ways this discipline has shaped my own practice. Prominent themes in 
terms of administrative work will include the ways in which the study of Folklore can reveal highly 
useful perspectives on people, communication, meaning, context, and expressive culture. In terms 
of teaching, I expect to discuss the interface between folkloristic work and the pedagogical utility of 
narrative, genre, and performance in at least two senses: as both a specific mode of engagement and 
its sense of carrying through or “unfolding.” More specifically, in my work at a learning support center, 
many of the classes we teach operate as “meta-classes”—classes that are, in some sense, about being in 
college classes, how to improve academic success, and how to pursue deep learning in the process. As 
such, these classes offer fascinating opportunities to explore academic norms, “official” vs. “unofficial” 
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culture, and the ways in which the stories we tell—about college and its purpose, about how learning 
works, about our own minds and potential—do much to shape who we are when we arrive on campus 
and who we become as we navigate it and move on. 

Key words: work, disciplinarity, pedagogy, narrative, genre

Folklore-Informed Social Justice: Reconsidering the Responsibilities of the Field 
Abigail Nover

As folklorists, we have a responsibility to the individuals and communities with whom we work. In the 
current political moment, it is clear that we must make critical adjustments to our field to ensure the 
welfare of our neighbors. We must continue to do the good work of creating opportunities for others 
to tell their stories and demonstrate their traditions. More crucially at this juncture, however, we must 
make it our top priority to protect and advocate for the people with whom we work, the people who 
are fundamental to the field. In order to foster the longevity of individuals and communities at risk, we 
must reorient our field towards common goals and reprioritize the work that we do on a daily basis. 
Through this paper I propose a broad model for Folklore-Informed Social Justice Work.

At the core of my proposal lies the responsibility we have to our collaborators. By focusing initially on 
collaborative community-oriented activism, we can produce better-informed work that has a deeper 
impact. There is a distinct opportunity for folklore to rise to the frontlines of social justice. With our 
cultural toolkit and experience working with diverse groups, we can directly affect change on local and 
larger scales. A vibrant history of sensitive work informs what we do every day, and it should inform us 
in moving towards fighting to uphold the rights and well-being of our neighbors. 

Key words: social change, fieldwork, social responsibility

Folklore Studies Contributions: Seeing and Sewing the Individual and the Collective 
Marquesa Macadar

By revisiting my scholarly work and its relationship with my community and professional practice, I 
will highlight some of the contributions of Folkloristics in this crucial transformational moment in the 
Academy, and beyond.

This talk intends to ponder on the actual scope of Folklore research in the academic world, as well as 
its positive impact on civil society: its individual subjects and collectives/communities, who become 
empowered when seen under the lens of Folklore. 

I will render my personal experience on the field as an artifact for this reflexion, while scrutinizing 
the unique tools Folklore studies has to identify, discern—and thoroughly “grasp”—social and cultural 
phenomena.

As an inheritor of different “narratives,” both academic—Communications, Physics, Arts, Literature 
and Anthropology—and personal—which are comprised but not limited to Latin American political 
culture, Sephardi spiritual orientation, oriental aesthetics, “enlightened” formal education, becoming 
an adult in the mostly Mexican neighborhood of Pilsen in Chicago—I found in Folkloristics the tools 
to reflect and dissect the workings of these constructions, enabling a complex understanding of social 
transformations in the Global Era. At the social (applied) level, it paves the way for individuals to gain 
a consciousness that grant them independence of thought, which contributes to the building of a robust 
and democratic society while having an active role in the dissolution of prejudices. 

Folklore scholarship provided me with both a framework and the building blocks to be able to tread 
and describe the diverse forms of experiencing and being in the world, while making evident the 
inequality attached to them.

In these times, where Decolonization is a central theme in Academia around the globe, Folkloristics’ 
theoretical devices provide a necessary and essential tool.
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Putting Folklore to Use: Librarian’s Experience 
Ayako Yoshimura

After completing a Ph.D. in folklore at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, I began work as a 
Japanese studies librarian at the University of Chicago. In my year and half on the job, I have become 
convinced that my training in folklore studies has equipped me with the practical skills necessary to 
function as an academic librarian. First, the interdisciplinary nature of folklore studies encouraged me 
to broaden my research interests, which now helps me to understand the diversity of research within 
the humanities and social sciences. Second, because of my experience as ethnographer and teacher I 
am comfortable assisting college students with entry-level research, as I know how to ask questions 
that help them to clarify their ideas and to shape their research topics. At the same time, as a scholar 
I contribute a folkloristic perspective in dialogue with non-folklorist faculty members conducting 
original research. Third, thanks to my public-folklore training, I know how to write grant proposals 
and organize outreach events. The characteristics of folklore studies have allowed me to thrive as a 
folklorist working as an area-studies academic librarian. I would like to share my experiences with 
other young researchers, and to learn about their experiences.

Key words: Librarian; interdisciplinarity; public folklore

Friday, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Session G-1 Future Folklore Curriculum Workshop 

Katherine Borland, Ann Ferrell, Elaine Lawless, Margaret Mills, Dorothy Noyes, Solimar Otero, 
Guillermo de los Reyes, Patricia Sawin, Deb Shutika, Cory Thorne, and Kay Turner

As current president of the American Folklore Society I have, in collaboration with the AFS Cultural Diversity 
Committee, initiated a curriculum opportunities committee to explore and further the integration of critical 
race theory, queer, feminist, and transnational theories, and disability studies theory into folklore studies at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels of training in our discipline. The committee and its goals are so in synch with 
FOAF’s goals that we would like to propose an open workshop at the conference called “Future Folklore Curriculum 
Workshop.” The workshop aims at an exchange of ideas, sharing of syllabi, and networking among colleagues to 
unlock new possibilities for teaching and learning folkloristics in the twenty-first-century. A similar forum will be 
proposed for the Minneapolis meeting in October, but FOAF offers a unique occasion to capture thinking about 
folkloristic curricula within the larger context of  dedicated presentations and discussions about the future of 
our discipline. Therefore, the workshop I propose for FOAF is open to the presentation of various considerations 
of future curricula, courses, modes of teaching, including but not limited in this case to our committee’s specific 
concerns about further integrating theories of race, gender, sexuality, and disability. 

The format for the workshop is intended to allow for the rapid flow of collaboration among participants and to 
generate as many useful ideas as possible in the allotted time. Each participant is given maximum three minutes to 
succinctly present a single item to add to a whiteboard list.  Workshop attendees have two minutes to respond and 
add additional thoughts. Presenting participants are all members of the Curriculum Opportunities Committee.

Session G-2 Putting Folklore Studies to Work in the Public Sector 
Chad Edward Buterbaugh, Ashley Minner, Laila Rajani, Cristina Benedetti, Sally Van de Water, 
Lisa Higgins (moderator)

The ideas of folklore studies affect culture workers of all kinds, whether they are state folklorists, nonprofit 
managers, or media professionals. Whatever their positions in the public sector, those trained in folklore studies are 
uniquely equipped to engage interlocutors personally, individually, and with respect for the vernacular expressions 
that help define their communities.
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On the other hand, the ideas of folklore studies are not always a comfortable fit in public sector work, which also 
requires administrative and procedural wherewithal. If an organization is to do good folkloristic work, it must be 
financially viable and operationally effective. A folklorist’s training would seem to be less applicable in this context.

This roundtable discussion is facilitated by five culture workers who are trained in folklore studies, with moderation 
by Lisa Higgins of the Missouri Folk Arts Program. Speakers will describe how they have applied the ideas of 
folklore studies in their work, as well as how they have navigated other workplace demands. Audience members 
should plan to engage with speakers as they address the following topics: upholding the right to self-determination 
for Indigenous people whose lives are being represented in arts institutions, the use of folkloristic field methods in 
a journalistic project covering sectarian violence in Pakistan, the intersections of folk and popular culture in urban 
environments, the potential of state folklife programming to create a safe space for tradition bearers of all political 
persuasions, and the unique contribution of folklorists in project management at the municipal, state, regional, and 
national levels.

Key words: public folklore, applied folklore, urban folklore, public administration, arts administration

Friday, 3:45–5:15 p.m.
Session H-1 This Job Calls for a Folklorist!: Post-Election Realities and the Responsibilities of 

Our Discipline 
Amy E. Skillman, Jennifer Eastman Attebery

The 2016 Election serves as a beacon to folklorists, calling us to action; how can our perspective address the divide 
that is evident in our country? How can we make that action as effective as possible? We have responsibilities 
and opportunities in the post-election era. This workshop asks folklorists at any stage in their careers how we can 
harness the skills and knowledge of our discipline to understand the fears that motivated both sides of the election. 
On campus, as teachers and administrators we have responsibilities and opportunities to include folkloristic 
perspectives and skills in our work with students, colleagues, decision-makers, and stake-holders, creating spaces 
for dialogue through listening to the stories surrounding us. Off campus, in our research and the many alternative 
folklore careers, we have a responsibility and opportunity to listen to, represent, remediate, and reconcile the 
stories emerging from American communities. In this workshop, two folklorists with multi-faceted career paths will 
briefly offer their reflections on the skills and passion that guided their journeys. We will also provide examples of 
the corresponding “elevator speeches” through which those skills and passions have been presented so as to ensure 
they are heard and understood. How do we describe the possibilities of folklore work at this time in our lives? These 
presentations will be the basis for activities that will invite participants to inventory their own skills, identify their 
passion, and construct their own “elevator speeches” to launch their next career step, at whatever stage that may be. 

Key words: careers, public responsibility, advocacy

Session H-2 Folklore and Science Roundtable 
Tim Frandy, Andrea Kitta, John Laudun, Greg Schrempp, Sandra Atwood

As founding members of the Folklore & Science section (the section is in the submission process, but not yet ratified 
by the board) of the American Folklore Society, we propose conducting a forum at the FOAF conference where 
4–5 panelists from our group (Tim Frandy: folklore and environmental sustainability, Andrea Kitta: folklore and 
health and healing, John Laudun: folklore as/and data science, and Greg Schrempp/Sandra Atwood: folklore and 
the epistemology of science) will lead a multi-faceted discussion on the future of folklore/folkloristics as it relates 
to the various sciences and to science generally. In an age where science and folklore have become so disconnected, 
we feel that any dialogue about new directions in folklore must include the ways folklore informs (or may inform) 
science and likewise, science informs (or may inform) folklore. We propose an open discussion and are prepared to 
facilitate the conversation on this new direction in folklore and how folklorists might:

•Explore folklore-science relationships, whether those domains are conceived as academic fields, worldviews,
practices, or discursive framings
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•Initiate dialogue across various disciplines and traditions, including the academic fields of animal behavior,
agriculture, ecology, engineering, history and philosophy of science, information science, medicine, physics,
political science, psychology, and public policy, as well as other fields concerned with cognition, physiology,
technology, and the health of living systems more generally. Placing experimental science in conversation with
insights offered by our disciplinary orientations toward history, philosophy, rhetoric, phenomenology, performance,
ethnography, and applied action

•Investigate how understandings and applications of folklore and science inform, maintain, contest, and
complement each other

•Articulate the epistemological differences and similarities between knowledge marked as folk or as scientific

•Investigate the social relationships constructed by discursive articulations of science, expertise, and tradition,
especially as they relate to gender, class, ethnicity, and region—including vernacular adoptions or rejections of these
terms and related practices

•Complicate the idea that science offers the authoritative word on what can be known, by illuminating the ways that
people grant authority to alternate epistemologies and modes of knowledge production

•Explore how vernacular/customary perspectives and practices influence the development and communication of
scientific knowledge

•Examine the experiential realities embedded in verbal expressive forms (e.g., myth, proverb, legend), as well as the
ways abstract truths are explored through observation-based metaphor

•Encourage transdisciplinary research and the coproduction of knowledge by applying folkloristic theories and
methods to scientific problems and by employing scientific theories and methods to understand vernacular culture

•Engage in holistic sustainability science research and in action research

•Experiment with collaborative, multidisciplinary formations (e.g., “Cultural Ecosystem Services,” “Social-
Ecological Systems,” “Environmental Humanities,” “Civic Agriculture”) that explore the human and multispecies
dimensions of phenomena long studied in the physical and life sciences

Saturday, 9:00–10:30 a.m.
Session I-1 Social	Justice	in	the	Folklore	Classroom:	Strategies	for	Facilitating	Effective	Student	

Discussions 
Jared Schmidt, Caroline Miller, Jessie Riddle, Christine J. Widmayer

This roundtable will consider how to frame productive discussions about race, gender, and other topics related to 
social justice in the folklore classroom. Participants will discuss their role as instructors in creating a classroom 
environment that fosters these kinds of conversations, as well as the challenges of adapting course materials to 
address pertinent social issues. Bringing together young scholars from two Midwestern universities, this roundtable 
will address pedagogical strategies and resources to help students participate in discussions about race and 
ethnicity, gender and sexuality, and indigeneity, as well as issues related to immigration and refugees. 

Folklore has historically engaged issues of social justice, dealing in lived experiences and folk movements. Teaching 
in politically charged academic environments, young scholars must balance departmental and institutional 
structures as well as student expectations with the desire to talk about current events and living folklore. In this 
roundtable, we hope to unpack these struggles, while brainstorming potential solutions. 

As a community of scholars, we ask how folklore can help us address these concerns: How can folklore offer a 
productive platform for students with different viewpoints to engage in conversation about these difficult topics? 
What resources within folklore can we draw on to guide these conversations and ensure that they are productive? 
And finally, how can we, as educators, navigate sensitive campus climates to address difficult issues? 

Key words: pedagogy, social justice, diversity
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Session I-2 Constructing Place-Based Identity: The Role of Folklorists in Urban Historic 
Preservation and Vanishing Landscapes 
Jeanne Harrah-Johnson, Andrea Glass, Virginia Siegel

The goal of this roundtable is to promote a discussion about the role that folklorists can play by examining a) 
the material culture of urban communities b) the construction of place-based identity, and c) the intersections 
of folklore methodology and historic preservation policy. Speakers will share core ideas from their research and 
engage in a dialogue about the challenges facing folklorists who are ready to take vernacular architecture and urban 
studies to new levels of analysis and practice. We will address questions of why and how folklorists should engage 
with preservation policy; address the intangible cultural effects of gentrification, displacement, and maintaining 
historic (or heritage) properties, and examine physical places and vernacular movements as they reveal changing 
community values and collective identity.

The three participants have ongoing studies in urban communities in the U.S. All studies connect folklore 
scholarship with preservation practices and policies while formulating a stronger need in our field to include 
the built environment and sense of place/displacement more prominently in folklore research, teaching, and 
public programs. The presenters will use examples including the vernacular and professional movements to 
protect traditional cultural properties and historic places in cities; the urban/rural (place) divide, urban folklore 
and identity politics, and the importance of community values and urban culture in highly charged contrast 
between protecting Arts and Crafts Brown Shingle homes in Berkeley, California, and the contemporary building 
development underway to solve the profound housing crisis. 

Key words: Material Culture; Space and Place; Social Dynamics; Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage

Saturday, 10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Session J-1 Sustaining Cultural Traditions in the Twenty-First Century: Policy and Practice 

Jim Deutsch, Daniel Franklin Ward, Naomi Sturm 

A panel of public folklorists will discuss experiences with and issues arising from documenting, presenting, and 
working with individuals and communities to preserve and sustain cultural traditions in both local and national 
arenas. Topics will include, but not be limited to, expanded notions of public folklore practice when working with 
traditional communities under economic and/or social pressure; new and emerging audiences for public programs 
that highlight and help sustain cultural traditions; cultural policies associated with intellectual property, intangible 
cultural heritage, and research ethics; and how these issues and concerns—from microcosm to macrocosm—
intertwine and may affect the future of folklore and ethnomusicology education and practice. Case studies 
comprising Staten Island’s Working Waterfront: Maritime Folklife of New York City’s Forgotten Borough, the 
Smithsonian Folklife Festival, Smithsonian Folkways Recordings, and the Smithsonian’s The Will to Adorn project 
will present rich ground for discussion of policy and practice in twenty-first-century public folklore.

Key words: cultural policy, public practice, sustainability, intellectual property

Session J-2 Folkloristic Imagery

Fairy Tales on Television, Digital Humanities, and English +: A Pedagogical Experiment 
Jill Terry Rudy

This talk introduces the backstory of the Fairy Tales on Television (FTTV) digital humanities project, 
its research aims, and especially its pedagogical and mentoring implications. This project stems from 
an initiative of the Brigham Young University (BYU) Humanities Center to involve faculty in big data 
and digital humanities research projects; it has been supported by an outside SSHRC partnership 
development grant and an internal Mentored Environment Grant. Grounded in research, the project 
unites mentoring and teaching with scholarly endeavors, starting with undergraduate students. 
Crucial to the academic aims, students have presented their research at the American Folklore 
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Society and Western States Folklore Society annual meetings. With a colleague in the BYU Office of 
Digital Humanities, I initially hired two undergraduate and two graduate (MA) students and, with 
their graduations, have added three more undergraduates and two more graduate students. My 
presentation will review not only the database and visualization tools related to the project but the 
outreach events and academic presentations these students initiated with the project. To extend the 
FTTV reach, Winter 2017 I am teaching a project-oriented class that fulfills our English department’s 
new English + requirement. This is related to a BYU College of Humanities initiative, Humanities 
Plus, that encourages students to learn how to translate, narrate, and apply their communicative and 
interpretative skills outside of regular coursework. Students will be introduced to folklore and fairy-tale 
studies while also being trained in scheduling and event planning, project management, collaboration, 
design, web production, and creating business plans.

Key words: fairy tale, digital humanities, pedagogy

Ethnographic Cartooning as an Emerging Approach to Cultural Representation 
Andy Kolovos

While cartoons and comics as forms have long been subject to ethnographic scrutiny, the time 
has come for folklorists and other ethnographers to embrace cartooning as a legitimate medium 
of ethnographic representation. This presentation argues for the development of a theoretical, 
methodological and practical framework for ethnographic cartooning—the narrative use of juxtaposed 
drawings and texts in the service of documenting cultural practice.

Ethnographic cartooning as a emerging approach draws from the growing use of comics in non-fiction 
storytelling in the areas of history, journalism and memoir, marrying approaches developed through 
these efforts to established practices in graphic ethnography and to ethnographic theory.

The presentation uses as a case study an ethnographically-informed applied cartooning project in 
Vermont that brought together interviewers, cartoonists and Latin American migrant dairy farm 
workers to collaboratively create a series of short comics for use as mental health and wellness 
outreach tools for a Middlbury-based free clinic. The project placed emphasis on representational 
authority residing with the workers themselves, and provided a test bed for the development of a model 
collaborative narrative construction through cartooning.

As the range of media employed in ethnographic representation expand to accommodate all manner of 
non-traditional narrative forms, from video games to poetry, cartooning—as mature and evocative form 
with wide cross-cultural resonance—merits an equivalent place at the table. 

Key words: cartoons, ethnography, documentation

Making Images: Utilization of Photography in the Field 
Eleanor Hasken

We are aware that as folklorists, we are not only researchers, but we also act as documentarians within 
the communities we work. We see often find ourselves making images for the interlocutors with whom 
we are working, as well as our own purposes. They may ask us to share the photos we have taken while 
in the field, especially if we find ourselves in a particularly close relationship. The images we make may 
help to spark a memory or reinforce a specific thought that we have, while simultaneously, they may 
adorn the walls and Facebook feeds of people we are photographing. This paper aims to take a closer 
look at this dual role. We will engage in a discussion about our roles as documentarians. Ethically, what 
are the considerations that we have to think about while in the field. Is it appropriate to abide by rules 
put into practice by photojournalists? Do we have other factors that we must keep in mind while we are 
documenting? How should we best preserve the images we take? What questions should we take into 
consideration when we are publishing images? What is owed to those whose images we take? Overall, 
this workshop better prepares us as photographers, by teaching tools that are necessary to think about 
while using cameras. 
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Saturday, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Session K-1 Encountering Environmental Folklife: Trans-Methods & Forms for the Intersectional 

Anthropocene 
Jess Lamar Reece Holler, Jordan Lovejoy, Danielle Rogner

The field of folklore studies—whether or not we’re conversant with the emerging mega-/inter-/anti-discipline of 
the Environmental Humanities—has entered the Anthropocene. How might folklore studies collide productively—
visionarily—with the methods of critical race, queer, and feminist theories, forms of multi-media production, 
and other vocabularies to envision a new and stridently response-able “public environmental humanities”? What 
might a more porous, interdisciplinary and community-collaborative Anthropocene Folklore look like; and, as our 
own ecological identities shift into crisis, how can—must—the forms of our public and applied products respond 
accordingly?

This roundtable/working group will be designed as an “unconference” for participants to voice and share concerns 
and create new directions in environmental folklore, with a particular emphasis on the question of how our (inter)
disciplinary folkloristic cultures of both documenting (methods, genres, groups, modes & politics of attention) 
and presenting (intersections with new media/film/art work, mobile and community-collaborative/embedded 
forms, exhibition and installation practice, eventual/performance modes, digital humanities) cultures must shift 
when we consider intersectional Anthropocene identities. How might this shift also call for a (re)negotiation of the 
documentation/presentation dichotomy altogether? 

Following these principles, we’re hoping this discussion itself can be a space to mirror, model, and experiment 
with these methods, forms, and formats. Listed participants will each briefly share current work around their 
key questions in modes and forms of the intersectional Anthropocene, and will work together to steward a non-
hierarchical and participatory workshop space where discussion is collaboratively shaped around participants’ 
excitements and concerns. Public GoogleDoc notes/an emerging collective bibliography will be tracked for our 
session.

Key words: environmental humanities; documentation; intersectionality as theory & methodology; 
transdisciplinarity; applied folklore

Session K-2 Poster Session on the History of Folklore Programs 
Elaine Lawless (University of Missouri), discussant

The future of American folkloristics will be shaped by folklorists from across the continent, and those folklorists 
will inevitably be influenced by the folklore programs where they study and earn their degrees. In order to facilitate 
conversations between such institutions, we have developed a poster session on the histories and futures of folklore 
programs in higher education. In addition to historical information, posters may also include challenges these 
programs have faced, each department’s distinct contributions to the field, and how they each envision the future 
teaching of folklore at their institution.

Participants: 
Elaine Lawless, University of Missouri 
Patricia Sawin, University of North Carolina 
Cory Thorne, Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Ann K. Ferrell, Western Kentucky University 
Christine J. Widmayer, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Lydia Campbell-Maher, Indiana University 
University of California, Berkeley (presenter TBD)

During the session, each participant will provide a short introduction to their poster, and then the remainder of the 
time will be spent on discussion and Q&A.
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In addition to the session itself, all of the posters will be publicly displayed for the duration of the conference. We 
encourage interested conference attendees to take this opportunity to become familiar with the content of the 
posters prior to attending the Saturday afternoon poster session, in order to facilitate a more in-depth conversation.

Saturday, 3:45–5:15 p.m.
Session L-1 Reconsidering Relationships in Fieldwork 

Caitlin Rimmer, Abigail Nover, Zoe van Buren, Anna Keneda

Through this roundtable, we will discuss how we are re-negotiating the relationships and obligations between 
audience and the people who help us create our work. We will be coming at this through a variety of folkloristic 
approaches and frameworks; considering animal folkloristics, queer folklore, historical folklore, social justice  
work, performance theory, and dialogism. In each of our varied fields, we have realized the need to drastically  
adapt the current frame of folklore to suit its new base. As “the folk” becomes a more all-encompassing term, we 
need to examine the ideology and discourse that lies behind our current framework. The way that the distribution 
of information has changed necessarily means that the way in which we communicate our research must change.  
Our discussion will revolve around the incorporation of wider bodies of work, approaches, and methodologies into 
our work.

Key words: fieldwork, methodology, interpersonal relations

Session L-2 Keeping Folklore Relevant: A Dialogue on Cultural Sustainability and the Future of 
Public Practice 
Leslie Soble, Sue Eleuterio, Heather Gerhart

The Master of Arts in Cultural Sustainability (MACS) program at Goucher College approaches folklore through a 
fresh lens: our field is committed to empowering communities to support and nurture the traditions, priorities, and 
ways of life that are increasingly overwhelmed by more compelling currencies.

The MACS program draws together a diverse group of students and faculty who are involved in the arts, public 
policy, education, environmental justice, healthcare, social services, museum work, and more. While our program 
is inherently interdisciplinary, our theory and practice are rooted deeply in the folklore discipline. In the tradition 
of public and applied folklore, the MACS program advocates cultural democracy, cultural equity, and community-
driven social change.

In this roundtable, MACS faculty, students, alumni, and colleagues will share their experiences putting folklore into 
action with community organizing, participatory art, and other co-creative social change initiatives. Presenters will 
then invite others into dialogue on the theory and practice of cultural sustainability and how it is relevant both to 
the work that folklorists do and to the future of the folklore discipline itself. 

Key words: new directions in public practice; research, theory, and methodology; professional development and 
career directions; diversity in the field related to race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality

Abstracts



Bloomington, Indiana
May 18-20, 2017

foaf2017.wordpress.com

foaf2017.wordpress.com




